
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD508092

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors; Specific Authority; 10
NOV 1969. Other requests shall be referred to
Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
(Army), Attn: FOR-OT-UT, Washington, DC 20310.

AGO D/A ltr, 29 Apr 1980; AGO D/A ltr, 29 Apr
1980



THIS REPORT HAf BEEN DELIMITED 

AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200,20 AND 
NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON 

ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE, 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; 

DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED, 



SECURITY 
MARKING 

The classified or limited status of this report applies 
to each page, unless otherwise marked. 
Separate page printouts MUST he marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT  CONTAINS   INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL  DEFENSE OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND 794.     THE TRANSMISSION OR THE  REVELATION OF 
ITS  CONTENTS   IN ANY  MANNER TO AN  UNAUTHORIZED PERSON   IS  PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:    When government or other drawings,  specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than  In connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S.  Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility,  nor any obligation whatsoever;  and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated,  furnished,  or In any 
way supplied the said drawings,  specifications, or other data  Is not 
to be regarded by Implication or otherwise as  In any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture,  use or sell   any patented  Invention that 
may  in any way be related thereto. 



1 ■ ) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OWC« OF THC ADJUTANT MNKRAL 

WASHINOTON, O.C.  10910 

IN MPLV Mrm TO 

AGDA (M) (9 Mar 70)     FOR 0T UT     694091 17 March  1970 

SUBJECT.     Operational  Report -   Lessons Learned,  Headqua'tfrs,   52d Aviation 
Battalion,  Period Ending 31 October  1969 (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

"THIS KV"',"»"" CC" 

A 

■ -v. 

I.     Subject report  Is  forwarded for review and evaluation  in a:. :ordanr.e 
with paragraph 4b,  AR 525-15 >     Evaluations and corrective  action«, should 
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT,   Operational Reports  Branch,  within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter. 

2*    Information contained in this  report  is  provided to  in«utf  approp^i^te 
benefits  In the future from lessons learned during curtfnt operations  snd 
may be adapted for use  in developing training material<> 

BY ORDER  OF THE  SECRETARY OF  THE APMY: 

r- 

1 Incl ROBERT E. L 
as Colonel, 

Acting The Adjutant General 
DISTRIBUTION! 
Commanding Generals 

US Continental Army Command 
US Army Combat Developments Command 
US Army Materiel Command 

Commandants 
US Army War College 
US Army Command and General Staff College 
US Army Air Defense School 
US Army Armor School 
US Army Aviation School 
US Army Chemical School 
US Army Combat Surveillance School 
US Army Electronic Warfare School 
US Army Engineer School 
US Army Field Artillery School 
US Army Infantry School 
US Army Ordnance School 

Regraded unclassified when separated 
from classified Inclosure. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



PA 0 

WO 



CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE /JUff 
HEADQUiJUERS, 52ND AVL;TION B^.TTALICN (Caiaj) 

APO San Fnncitco   $61+% 
"FLYING DRAGONS" 

AVBACB-CC 1C November 1969 

SUBJECT:    Operationtl Report - Lessons Learned, Headcuarters, 52nd 
Aviation Battalion (Conbet), Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1.   Seetion 1 - Operctiüns:    Slgnifieant Activities. 

a«     (C)   General.   This report for the period 1 August through 
31 October 1969 is submitted in compliance with üR 525-15* USARPAC 
Reg 525-15, USARV Reg 525-15 and 17th Aviation Group (Ccobat) Reg 
525-15. 

(1) Headquarters, 52nd Aviation Battalion (Combat), LTC Patrick 
J« O'Grady, Conanding, rsmains at Camp Holloway, Ileiku, RVN. 
Iheloture 1 reflects the station list of all rsslgned, attached, 
end OPCON units, with location and APO, as of 31 October 1969* 

(2) During this quarter, there has been no change of mission. 
Ifowsver, the battalion has significantly increased its area of 
operations within II Corps Tactical Zone.   The "Plying Dregons" 
continue to provide aviation support to the U.S. Fourth Infantry 
Division, MACV, RVN II Corps Headquarters, 5th Special Forces 
Group, and other Free World KLlitory Assistance Forces in the 
Central Highlands of Vietnam (see Inclosure 2).   All cperetional 
and administrative functions and nctivitios of Gamp Holloway, 
Holloway Aimy Airfield, and Kontum Armv Airfield are controlled 
by the 52nd Aviation Battalion (Combat). 

b.      (0)   Personnel. 

(1)   Awards and Decorations 

f ^ öT uT 
fefV**/ 
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CONFIDENTML 

iiVBiiCB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lee sons Learned, Headquarters, 52nd 

Aviation Battalion (Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U) 

AUg       SEP       OCX       TOTAL 

Silver Star 0 2 0 2 
Distinguished Flying Cross 6 10 0 16 
Browse Star "V" 0 2 1 3 
Bronse Star 23 30 6 59 
Air Msdal "V" 30 18 11 59 
Air Medal 892 130 280 1302 
Army Commendation Medal "V" 21 3 5 29 
Angy Comnendation Modal 38 10 38 86 
Purple Heart 6 3 5 l/i 

1570 

(2)    Comnand and Staff Changes.   The following Conmand or Bat- 
talion Staff changes took place on the dates indicrted: 

POSmOM 

BNXO 

Bh PIO 

HHC 

57th Avn CO 

119th Avn CO 

170th Avn CO 

179th Avn CO 

189th avn CO 

361st Avn CO 

RANK. SSAN (Incoming) 
(Outgoing) 

Talbert, James R., MAJ, 558 16 7966 
Fernald, John P., MAJ, 524 JO 897/. 

Hughes, Barry T., CPT, A5A 78 4305 
Lope«, Michael S., CW2, 337 36 0474 

Burdctte, Robert, CFT, 568 54 2610 
Kobes, Eugene, CPT, 482 46 4219 

Charles, John D., MAJ, 187 26 9138 
Keams, James, MAJ, 392 36 8420 

Fernald, John P., MKJ, 524 40 8974 
Harris, Peter R., MAJ, 544 34 2542 

Snell, Douglas, MAJ, 417 40 2119 
Hardy, Ramon L., MAJ, 410 56 9486 

Pirkle, John, MAJ, 225 64 0956 
Jones, Louis K., MAJ, 251 54 2438 

Ratliff, John, MAJ, 239 50 5936 
Lincoln, Richard, MAJ, 032 24 6757 

Deryek, John, MAJ, 277 30 5813 
Furney, Robert M., MAJ, 368 30 7486 

DATE 

8 Oct 69 

8 Oct 69 

24 Sep 69 

5 Aug 69 

8 Oct 69 

3 Sep 69 

5 Aug 69 

28 Sep 69 

8 Oct 69 
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AVBACB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT: Operational Hoport - Lessons Learned« Headauarters, 52nd 

aviation Battalion (Combat), Period Endin/; 31 October 1969 (U) 

(3) Personnel turnover for the reporting period was ns follows« 

QfTKgRS ^ 

MONTH GAIMS     LOSSES     CHANCSE GAINS     LOSSES     CHANGE 

kW 35 A9 -U 190 167 +23 
SIP 27 U -17 162 117 +45 

fe &—$ # "*—m—^ ^65 488 431 +57 

(4) The Battalion Total Strength is 1614, short 42 Enlisted Hon, 
35 Warrant Officers, and 15 Commissioned Officers as of 31 Oct 69« 
Unit strengths are shewn in Inelosure 3* 

(5) Public Information Office Activities: 

(a) Printed Releases 17 

(b) Pictorial Releases 3 

(0) Hometown Printed Releases 180 

(d) Hometown Pictorial Releases 15 

(e) Civic action projects continue to receive much attention 
from the battalion. The Pat Snith Hospital in Kontum, the Tu Tarn 
Ctphanagt in Pleiku, the Pleiku Catholic Parrish, and The Church in 
the Village of Plei Monu have all received financial assistance 
totaling approaclmately (2,300.00. Frequent visits are made to the 
villages, orphanages, churches, and similar organisations within the 
area by MEDCAFS with food, clothing, and other contributions. 

c.  (C) Intelligence. The S-2 Section continues to publish a 
daily intelligence eunmary of significant activities in the FLoiku- 
Kontun area. Intelligence information is gathered from II Corps and 
4th Infantry Division G-2 offices, other supported units, liaison 
visits to other S-2 offices and debriefings submitted by aviators 
and air mission coomanders. 

(1) ShsoQr Activity. There were three attacks by fire against 
92nd Aviation Battalion (Combat) facilities during the reporting 
t«Piod. The enemy employed B2mi mortars in the first attack. In 
the seouua «%«MV. he emcloyed 82Bin mortars and RFG-7s. The RFG-78 
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AVBACB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT:    Operetional Report - Lessons Learned, Headourrtors, 52nd 

Aviation Battalion (Ccrabat), Foriod Ending n October 1969 (U) 

were all airbursts.    In the last attack« he employed UOnm rockets. 
All of the attacks occurred at Camp Hollcway while the 57th Avn Co 
at Kontum Airfield didn't experience any attacks.   Significant acti- 
vities during the period are listed in Inclosure 4« 

(2) Movement.   The 24th NVA Regt with the Lth and 6th Bottalions 
moved back into the northern part of Pleiku Province to the North of 
Fiel Hrong.   This was substantiated by contacts« captured documents, 
prisoners and IR missions in their area of operations.   There have 
been reports that the 408th Sapper Battalion has moved into Base Area 
202 which is southeast of Pleiku City.   The 4th Eh, 95B NVA Reft is 
reported to be in the area southwest of Oasis.   Their mission has been 
reported to be that of transporting rice and supplies to the rest of 
the 95B Regt. 

(3) New Units.   There was one new unit eenfirmed in the Pleiku 
Province during the last three months.   The 966th NVh Bn and K-31 
Arty Bn have merged to form the K-631 NVA Bn.    It is divided into six 
companies with a strength of 385 men.   Its area of operation is to 
the northwest of Pleiku City.    There have also been reports that a 
new Artilleiy Regt has been forated.    It has taken the designation of 
40B Artillery Regt and consists of the K41» K42, K46 and 10,7 Bns. 

(4) Situation.   NVA units have come back into Pleiku Province. 
They have the same mission as before« i.e.« to interdict Hwy liiN. 
They have also conducted attacks by fire on RF/FF units« OPs and 
poorly defended hamlets.   The K-631 Eh has been conducting attacks 
by fire against Allied and ARVN units and installations*   The ground 
to air fire on helicopters has decreased from the Irst reporting period. 

(5) Capabilities: 

(a)   Kontum Province,    In Kontum Province the enemy fcrces can 
conduct standoff attacks or e ombination standoff/sapper attacks 
against US/Allied installations cnywhere in the province.   The enemy 
can anploy mortars up to LZOmn« 75mm reccllless rifles and rockets 
up to 140Biti, 85tamA00mm/l05mm artillery may be employed against 
installations near the Cambodian border.   He can conduct ground 
attacks against friendly installations in up to reinforced battalion 
strength with supporting artilleiy, primarily in the area of Dak To/ 
Ben Het and Oak Seang.   The enemy also has the capability to inter- 
diet QL 14N and Route 512 as well as other lines of cconunication. 
Friendly air activity may be restricted with fire from «nail cms« 
automatic weapons« 12,7ta, 14.5mtB and 37mm anti-aircraft weapons. 
A limited amor threat still exists in the vicinity of Ben Met. 
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AVBHCB-CC (10 Nbv 69) 
SUBJECT:    Operotional Report - Lessons Learned, Hoadqurrtcre, 52nd 

Aviation Battalion (Combat), Period EWing 31 October 1969 (ü) 

(b)   Fleiku Province.    Pleiku Province is also confronted with a 
variety of enemy capabilities to include:   solective attacks on Fleiku 
City, Fiel DJoreng, Flei Me, Hei Mrong, Due Co CIDG Camps or Edap 
Enang, Than An and Le Trung in multi-battalion strength, supported by 
mortar, rockst and recoilless rifle firs; attack Pleiku City, US/ARVN 
basss, CIDG camps, district headquarters and resettlement sress using 
B2m mortars, recoilless rifle and lP2inm/U0Mn rocket fire pnd sep- 
pertj set ambushes along QL 19E and QL li, supported by 75mm recoil- 
less rifle and (iOm/B2m mortar fire; attack lines of curanuniertion 
509, TL6C, 437, TL7C and LTL 7B with 7C elements usin? rnti-trnk 
grenades, recoilless rifle and mortar fire.   The possibility of a 
limited armor and artillery capability exists in the vicinity of Due 
Co. 

d.      (C)   Operations. 

(1) During this reporting period, the 52nd Aviation Ecttalion 
(Combat) supported Combat, Combat Support, Combat Service Support 
and Pacification Operations throughout the II Corps Tactical Zone. 
The "Flying Dragons" flew a total of 37,306 hours during this period, 
including 1A,321 hours of combat assault.   The majority of this 
aviation support was givon to the U.S. 4th Infantry Division in Kon- 
tum, Fleiku, Darlac, Quang Due and Binh Dinh Trovinces.   Other units 
or activities receiving doily aviation support include the Highway 
19 Coordinator, CORDS, MACV, 5th Special Forces Group, ARVM 24th 
Special Tactical Zor», IFFV Artillery, RVN II Corps Headqurrters, 
and Pleiku, Kontum, Phu Bon, and Binh Dinh Sector Advisors.    Six 
ÜH-1C and two CH-47 provided support to the Ban Me Thuot area dur- 
ing most of this period in support of the 4th Infantry Division, 
23rd ARVN Division, IFFV Artillery a»l the 5th Special Forces Group. 
Mission accomplishment has been satisfactory.    Some units continue 
to use unimproved landing or pick up zones for their operations, 
reducing the capabilities of the supporting rireraft and causing 
blade strikes and other aircraft dem?.are.   Tabulated data of oper- 
ational results is shown in Inclosurc 5. 

(2) The following 4th Infontry Division operptions were suj>- 
ported during this period: 

QPERATIOW TERMINATION SL-RT 

Hines Continues 31 January 1969 
Wayne Javelin 16 October 1969 
Putnam Tiger 22 September 1969 
Greene Orange III 15 August 1969 
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AVBACB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 52nd 

Aviation Enttalion (Canbat), Period Ending 31 October 1969(U) 

Wayne Breaker        ' Continues 19 October 1969 
Putnam Wildcat Continues 31 October 1969 
Greene Dear Continues IS October 1969 
Greene Bullet Continues 20 October 1969 
Hartle Green Continues U October 1969 
Kramer White Continues 16 October 1969 
Hodges Black Continues 21 October 1969 

(3) The 57th Aviation Ccopanar (Assault Helicopter) Frimrrily 
supported the 2ith STZ, Comaend and Control C«jtrcl* Kontum Sector, 
B-2& and the 4th Infantry Division during this period. 

U) The 119th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) had the pri- 
mazy mission of supporting the 1st Brigade of the /.th Infantry Divi- 
sion. They also provided support to the Capital ROK Division and Binh 
Dinh Province. 

(5) The 170th Aviation Con^aany (Assault Helicopter) supported the 
2nd Brigade of the 4th Infantry Division. Support was also provided 
to the 23rd ARVN Division in Quang Due Province and other Free World 
Military Assistance Forces within II Corps Tactical Zone. 

(6) The lS9th aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) provided 
support to the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, II Corps Head- 
quarters, 23rd üRVN Division, 5th Special Forces Group and other FWMAF 
within the II Corps Tactical Zone. 

(7) Medium helicopter support was provided throughout the II 
Corps Area of Ooeration by the 179th Aviation Company (Assault Sup- 
port Helicopter). The majority of support was to the 4th Infantry 
Division and lesser support going to IFFV Artillery, II Corps (ARVN), 
5th Special Forces Group and the 17th Aviation Croup. During this 
quarter the 179th Avn Co flew 3,124 hours, delivering 16,772 troops 
and 12,547 tons of cargo in 6,966 sorties. Augnenting the 179th Avn 
Co is the 1st Platoon, 355th Aviation Company (Heavy Helicopter) 
which is OFCON to the 52nd ABC. 

(8) The 36lst nviation Company (Escort) flew a total of 2,469 
hows of which 2,071 hours were in support of ccrabat assault missions. 
Aimed helicopter support was provided for FOB II operations by four 
AH-1G aircraft daily. Two to four additional aircrrft were provided 
daily for general support of units within the II Corps Tactical Zone. 
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AVBACB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT:   Operationnl Report - Lessons Learned, Hendouarters, 52nd 

Avifltion Battalicn (Combrt), Period Ending; 31 October 1969 (U) 

(9)   During the period from 10 October to IB October 1969, this 
battalion participated in an extensive search for two missing 0-1 
aircraft belonging to the 219th Aviation Company (Utility Aircraft). 
A total of 42 UH-1H, 4 UH-1C, 17 nH-lG, 3 CH-A7 and 1 CH-Si, were 
coBBitted in the search.   On 13 October the wreckage of one of the 
0~VB was found and later recovered.   There was no sign of the air- 
craft occupants.    The other 0-1 was never sighted and the search 
continues in conjunction with normal missions. 

(10)    Pathfinder teams from the 52nl LBC continue to bo extremely 
valuable in company size lifts.   During the search for the two miss- 
ing 0-1 aircraft the Pathfinders were used to the fullest extent 
possible both in the aerial search and for the initial insertion 
into the 0-1 aircraft wreckage loection. 

e. (C)   Training.   All battalion units «nd headquarters sections 
continue to use on-tho-Job (OJT) training due to the tacticcl and 
administrative mission requirements.    Planned AR 350 series training 
is conducted as prescribed with makeup clrsses scheduled as necessary. 

(1) During this quarter 35 quotas were reouested for the Army 
Aviation Refresher Training School.    5 officers and 31 Qilisted Hen 
attended and completed this training. 

(2) One officer attended the Jungle Environmontal Survival 
Training School. 

(3) One officer attended the AH-1G IP course and four officers 
attended the UH-1 IP course. 

(4) During this quarter additional training was given to all 
personnel concerning Drug Abuse and the recent changes to the UCMJ. 

f. (C)   Logistics. 

(1)   Class II: 

(a)   Significant improvements have been noted in the aveliability 
of Flight Safety items such as Nomex flight suits and gloves and' body 
armor.    Sufficient quantities of these items were received during the 
past quarter to satisfy initial issue requirements.    It is expected 
that minor existing shortages will be filled in the near future. 

7 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTML 

AVBACB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons Lonrnod, Herdourrters, 52nd 

Avirtion Battalion (Combat), Period Endinp 31 October 1969 (U) 

(b)   Motor vehicle shortrges hrve been greatly reduced since the 
last reporting period.    A total of 2B vehicles have been received 
since 1 August 1969.    It is particularly noteworthy thnt two wreckers 
and three 1250 gallon fuel tankers were among the vehicles received. 
Those were the first new vehicles of this type received within this 
bsttrlion in a period of one year« 

(2) Class III;    Total JP-/* dispensed by this battalion during the 
reporting period was 3*690,000 gallons of which 990,000 gnllons were 
dispensed at Kontum Airfield by the 57th Avirtion Company,   This is r 
reduction of 610,000 gallons since the last period which is the result 
of reduced operations in the Kontum-Dak To areas.    In addition to 
tJP-4» 68,000 gallons of hvg&B were dispensed at Kontum to transient 
and tenant aircraft. 

(3) Class V:    Ammunition expenditures and drawings were incrersed 
during the reporting period due to extensive ground support missions 
flown by battalion gunships and the establishment c.f an additional 
forward area arming point at Dak Fek.   The minimum stockage level in 
each aiming point at Dak To and Dak Pek is 500 2.75" Hkts, 36,000 
7*62nm and 3*7it4 kOcm.   Anmunition drawings and expenditures for and 
by the gunships systems were as follows: 

Nomenclature Drawn From ASP EXT, ended 

2.75" Rkt 10,288 9,U0 
kOm 12,600 13,260 
7.62Bin (Minigun) 920,000 1,300,000 

In addition to the 9,4A0 rockets expended, 1,800 were transported 
to the forward areas making a total of 11,240 rockets required for 
the battalion.   Drawings were delayed* in many cases due to insuf- 
ficient quantities of 2.75" rockets being allocated.    This resulted 
in an ordnance draw down and delayed replenishment of the units 
basic loads.   Additional allocations were requested to meet the bat- 
talion needs on these critical items« 

g«      (U)   Aircraft Maintenance. 

(1)   Maintenance Statistics: 

AH-1G       UH-1C       UH-1H       CH-^C 

Aircraft Authorized 12     32     92     16 
Total aircraft Assigned       12     28     77     U 
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AVBfcCB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT»   Qperfttional Report - Lessons Learned, Hendqunrtors, 52nd 

Aviation Battalion (Ciaibat), Feriod J.ndin^ 31 October 1%9 (U) 

Awrac« Aircraft Per Co 10.9 6.5 18.5 U.6 
Availability Rate i%) 62.2JC 70.^ 79.6% 68.6!« 

2? .2JJ U.7$ 16.U% 15.4* 

(2)   Aircraft on-hond status as of 31 October 1969t 

WIT 
AH-1Q 

A5ffi7^ 
UH-1C UH.1H 

toWW 
57th Avn Co 
119th Avn Co 
170th Avn Co 
179th Avn Co 
189th Avn Co 
36l»t Avn Co 
HHC 

12/12 

8/7 
8/7 
e/7 

8/7 

23A9 
23/20 
23/20 

23A8 

2/2 

16/1L 

(3)   Aircraft availability by units, and other tabulated maint- 
enance data are shown in Inclosurs 6. 

h.     (U)   Accident frevention. 

(1) During the period of this report the 52nd Aviation Battalion 
(Cosfcat) flew 37*306 hours and experienced six (6) major accidents 
and no minor accidents. The overall Battalion Accident Rate for this 
period was 16.2 accidents per 100,000 flying hours} a decrease of 6.9 
tram the previous quarter* A sumnary of the accidents which occurred 
during this period is shown in Inclosure 7* 

(2) Units hold monthly safety meetings.   In addition« special 
safety meetings are held at battalion level for specific units and 
for groups such as Aircraft Comaanders when special problem areas are 
detected• 

i.     (U)   Flight Standardisation. 

(1) The Battalion Standardisation Section flew 267 hours 
qualifying new instructor pilots, administering 90 day stpndrrüi- 
sation rides, »ircraft oconander check rides and in-country orient- 
ation rides for newly assigned aviators. 

(2) Until aid-Sept<sd3er the policy in this battalion WAS to rive 
standardisation cheek ridee on missions.   This, in cost cases, pre- 
vents adequate coverage of emergency procedures which decreases the 
effqotiveness of the check rides.   Mission type check rides rre now 
discouraged. 
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AVDACB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT: Operational Rcjort - Lessons Lenrnbd, Hoadaunrtersf 52nd 

Aviation Dattalion (Combat), Poriod oKiing 31 October 1969 (U) 

(3) Oh 25 October 1969 ,lCharlio Yankee Strip" was corapletod and 
opened for use by the IP's of this battalion for practice auto- 
rotations« This strip is asphalt covered and mensurcs 70 ft by 500 ft. 
Since this strip is located within the confines cf Camp Hollowey, the 
Standardization rrogram will be made more effective as the flight time 
previously necessary to fly to satisfactory training rreas will no 
longer be required. 

j.  (C) Organisation. The Post Headquarters Section continues 
to support tenant units of Camp Holloway. Airfield Operr.tions, Base 
Defense, Post Development, Repair utility Services, Post Qtchenre, 
Special Services and Law and Order activities are coordinated end 
supervised by the Deputy Post Ccmmander, assisted by a Post Engineer, 
Special Services Officer, three enlisted assistants and one civilian 
employee. The average civilian strength during this period has been 
109 US and 660 VN, including Direct and Government hires. 

k.  (U) Other. 

(1) Chaplain. 

(a) The 52nd Aviation Battalion (Combat) Consolidated Chaplains 
Fund designated special offerings to the building of a church at 
Plei Monu, $1,025.50; Ploiku Catholic Parish, $109.20; Christian 
Service Men's Center in Nha Trang, $97*25; Dr. Patrice Smith's 
Hospital in Kontun, $290.25; Education and Social Christian Organi- 
sation, $246,05; Vietnam Christian Service Center, $57.95; Orphanage 
in Pleiku, $44,60; the American Bible Society, $193.65; the Military 
Ordinariate, $51*15; and for the building of a church at Plei Breng 
II, $162.50. Total expenditures, $4,298.30, 

(b) As part of civic action work, the Chaplain and eight person- 
nel painted the church of Plei Monu. 

(e) Company sponsorship of the Chapel services has continued 
this quarter. Participation by the men as Lay Headers, Ushers and 
Greeters has been gratifying. The choir has again bo-en rebuilt due 
to DEROS of previous members. Attendance at chapel services con- 
tinued to grow during the quarter. 

(d) The Battalion Chaplain has made 46 aircraft flights. He 
has attended the Group Chaplain's Conference at Nha Trang and the 
Brigade Chaplain's Conference at Long Binh. He rlso attended the 
IFP7 Chaplain's Conference. He has represented the 52nd Avn Eki at 
the Qoonunity Relations Meeting for October at II Corps Headouprters. 
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AVBACB-GC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT» Optratlonol Report - Lessons Learned, Hordquarters, 52nd 

Aviation Battalion (Combat), Purlod Endin/? 31 October 1969 (U) 

(2) Surgeon» 

(a) Trainingi    There is a continunl program of trr.ining et the 
dispensary both in individual OJT situations and those uf mass 
oasualtioe*   During the most recent exercise in mass cASualties 
everyone performed their duties in an organised and efficient man- 
ner«   The 71it Evacuation Hospital has also recently offered this 
battalion a proficiency training period to be used by our more out- 
standing medics, 

(b) Freventative Jfedlclne:    This subject still remains at the 
top of the priority list for flight surgeons.    Units hcvt uwlertakcm 
measures to decrease the Incidence of venereal disease and drug 
abuse.   The active measures token have been a ccrarosltc effort of 
the flight surgeons and Chaplain.   Lectures/reconmendatlcns have 
been provided to units.   The problems of drug abuse were covered 
through a mandatory Character Guidance' series utilizing visual aids, 
the C.I.D., the Chaplain, and the flight surgeon.   The flight sur- 
geons continue to be available on a regular basis for lectures at 
safety meetings, discussions about first old, venereal disease and 
other pertinent subjects. 

(c) Dental Service:    The 39th Medical Detachment (KJ) still 
provides two dentists to provide dental care to pereonnel at Camp 
Holloway.   CPT's James K Pouloy and James F Hnughton are presently 
assi^ied, 

(d) NEDCAPt    A continuing program Is in effect, offering the 
medical services of this battalion to the various Mcntagnard and 
Vistnanese Resettlement Villages, the Christian and Misslonory 
Alliance Lepresorium and Dr. Patricia Smith's hospital in Kontum. 

(3) Signalt   When the 119th Aviation Ccapony moved to An 
Khe it necessitated removing this company's assets from the Consoli- 
dated Aircraft Avionics Shop at Cotup Holloway.   An officer from the 
consolidated shop was sent with the 119th Avn Co to set up their 
avionics shop in An Khe,   There were few difficulties involved in 
the move. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-OC (10 Nbv 69) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lesaons Learned, 52nd Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U) 

2.   Section 2.   Leseone Lsarnec)«    TaWflpdera Observations» Eyaluations 
and Reccmnendationfl. 

a.     (C)   Pereom4. 

(1) CritieAl MDS Short*.**. 

(a) OBSERVATIOM;    TCE vacancie» in such slots as 9LBZ0 (Cook), 
62B20 (Mechanic), 63CAO (Motor Sgt), 71H20 (Co Clk), and vital MOS 
shortages in Avionics sections - 35? (Shop Foreman). 35M (Navigation 
Specialist) and 35N (Navigation Equipment Repairman), are not filled 
by school trained personnel. 

(b) EVALUATION!   Reduced effectiveness of the unit mission and 
aircraft availability results fron a number of unqualified personnel 
perfomlng these MDS skills in an OJT status. 

(c) RBCOMffiNDATIONi    Place higher priority on CCNUS trained re- 
placmnent personnel, and that trained personnel be programmed for 
some stateside experience before shipment to Vietnam. 

(d) CCKMAND ACTION:    Carefully selected personnel in related 
MOS fields are used to fill these vacancies.   OJT training is con- 
ducted in all MOS's where vacancies exist« 

(2) Avioqicy Porsonne^. 

(a) OBSERVATION»   Avionics personnel are not knowledgeable in 
the speed trim and SAS systems for CH-47 aircraft. 

(b) EVALUATION»   Discussions with avionics personnel indicates 
they did not receive adequate training on the speed trim and SAS 
systsms.   (Avionics personnel are unable to trouble shoot and repair 
or adjust the speed trim or SüS systems.) 

(c) RECCMMENDiiTIOM:    That a study be made of the program of 
instruction for avionics MOS'a presently being conducted at the 
USATSC, Fort Bustis, Virginia, and more detailed instructions on 
speed trim and SAS systems bo included in the program of instructions. 

(d) CdMAND ACTION;   An extensive training program is being con- 
ducted at unit level to train these personnel. 

(3) Experience Level of Senior Helicopter Repairmen. 
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AVBkCB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT»   Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 52nd Aviation Bnttr.lion 

(Conftjat), Period Ehding 31 October 1969 (U) 

(a) OBSERVATIOMt   Many senior heliccptor repcimon (6?IJ20) are 
arriving In this unit whose grade ejeeeeds their ability and ex^^erienco 
level. 

(b) EVALUkTIOl:    This unit has received seven Specialists E-5 
helicopter repalmen (67U20) in the last ninety days.   These EM were 
appointed to pads of SP5 upon successful completion of A 5 week lead- 
ership course conducted at Fort Dustis, Virginia.   They have only a 
basic knowledge of the. aircraft end its systems, and must be closely 
supervised «hen working on the aircraft.   Successful completion of the 
helicopter repainaan course and the leadership course does not provide 
an individual the knowledge and experience neceescry to perform satis- 
factorily in a supervisory capacity in the highly technical field of 
aircraft maintenance. 

(c) RECCHHaiDATIONt   To alleviate the low experience level pre- 
sently «dating« additional technical schooling must be provided theee 
Individwls. 

(d) COtiftMD ACTIONt    Close supervision and instruction is given 
these personnel to develop their experience. 

(4) Supply Officer. 

(a) OBSBHTATIOWt    Mo TOE vacancy «cists for a Unit Supply Tech- 
nician«   kn officer must be assigned the additional duty as Supply 
Officer and froperty Book Officer. 

(b) EVALUATICMt    Aviation units are Authorised a large amount of 
high dollar value equipaent and have' extensive and complex maintenance 
and supply activities.   Qualified supply officers or warrant officers 
are urgently needed to ensure timely and efficient supply p.nd property 
accountability. 

(c) HECCMHElPATIOMt   Action be taken by higher headquartere to 
review the need for qualified Unit Supply Technicians at aviation unit 
level. 

(d) catCAMD ACTIOWt   Comaanders are aeeigning the most capable 
officers as FBO and warrant officers as Assistant PBO in an effort to 
have «t least one officer available to supervise supply activities. 

(5) Drua Abuee. 

(a) CBSmVATIOMt Several personnel aaeigned to thie battalion 
are suspected or known to be engaged in some form of drug abuse. 
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ICMMHIMl 

AV&XB-CC (10 KOT 69) 
SUBJECT»    Operational Raport - Lestona I^Arned, 52nd Aviation Battalion 

(Coobat), Biriod Siding 31 Oetobar 1969 (U) 

(b)   EVALlkTlQirt   The aaay acceee of marihuana and other oore 
dangareua drugt In Vietnan ia'a prlae factor relative to thia problem. 
The problem ie further aggravated becauae of the lack of off duty 
facllitiea for «ciliated peraomal. 

(e)   SBCfllflfi&Z2£8f   That an intenae and wideaproad crackdown on 
the eouroea of theae druga« through the coordinated efforta of the 
Vietncmeae and OS authoritlaa, together with a «ore intenae infonnation 
program for all US troope on drug abuae arid ita effecte be initiated. 
Thia program mit be backed up through the adminiatrction of mdft 
eevere eourta-aartial action« 

(d)   COOCAMD ACTIOW:    Frequent claaaea ore given on the aubject of 
drug abuae« addreaaing the problem from all aapeeta«   Theae claaaea 
and diaouaalon perioda are preaented by the coomandere« flight aurgeon, 
JAO peraonneli chaplain and CZD repreaentativee»   In addition, a con- 
centrated effort haa bean made to aeek out and minimi ad the aourcea, 
diaeover drug hiding plaeea and reetrict acceaa to aeoluded areae 
where druga can be adminietered or conauBed. 

b»     (U)   Inttlltgfpce.   Mona« 

c     (0) 

(a) OBSBHBkTiati The uae of unaervlceable air-daliveiy equipmsnt 
and improper rigging prooedurea reaulta in dropped or damaged loada« 

(b) IViLIliTIQili During thia quarter unite have dropped aeven 
(7) loada beeauee exported unite uaed uneervieaable alii« aquipwnt 
or baoaute of iaproper rigging* 

(e) SfßSKOSSMSSä}   Supported unite muat carefully inepect all 
eling equipment prior to ueaga* Claaa Vf loada muat be rigged on 
pallata« 

(d) CdtiAII) ^CTIOM: Reporte were filed on all dropped loada. 
Supported unite were notified each time a load waa dropped. Bath» 
find ere have daaonatrated proper rigging prooedurea to aupported unite 
and will continue to do ae« 

MäJmJUk ****** A4>14#feaH 9~m ».h« flirt—». Sr***** g£ 
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CONFIDENTML 
AVBACB-CC  (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECTt    Operational Report - Lessons Learned« 52nd Aviation Battalion 

(ComUt), Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U) 

(a) OBSERVATION;    This unit is called upon to airlift loads by 
helicopter long distances when they could have been ecrriod by ground 
transport or fixed wing aircraft part or nil of the way. 

(b) EVALUATION;    The capabilities of the CH-/J helicopter makes it 
best suited for carrying loads short distances into areas inaccessible 
by other means of transport.   The high cost of operating the CH-47 
makes it imperative that ground transport be utilised unless the tact- 
ical situation demands otherwise.   Loads which could be ground trans- 
ported close to the LZ are often carried groat distances by helicopter 
for the convenience of the supported unit.   An example is elements of 
IFFV Artillery effect the resupply of water at Fire Base 6 (near Drk 
To) by refilling the water trailers at Artillery Hill (near Pleiku) 
end having them carried to Fire Base 6.   This unit has facilities near 
Dak To that could refill their water trailers and blivits much nearer 
to destination. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION;    Higher headquarters deny requests for missions 
which could be performed by ground transportation.   All missions should 
be analysed by the supported units headquarters to insure thoy arc being 
accomplished in the most efficient manner. 

(d) COWhND ACTION;    Classes have been given at each of the brigade 
headquarters of the 4th Infantry Division and other major supported 
units on CH-A7 utilisation.   Direct coordination with supported units 
has been in effect so that this unit can make recommendations on im- 
proving mission efficiency. 

(3)   Dust Abatanent. 

(a) OBSERVATION:   With the impending onsot of the dry season 
dust becomes a severe problem relative tc safe aircraft operation. 

(b) EVALUATION;    The hazards of dusty Fire Support Ef.ses and 
LOC's can be anticipated.   From previous e xperience it is known that 
the dust during the dry season presents one of the greatest hasards 
to helicopter operation in Vietnam.    Helicopter rotor wash can stir 
up a dust cloud which reduces the pilot's visibility to the extent 
that visual reference to the ground is not possible.   This is on 
extremely dangerous situation and totally unacceptable as a working 
environment for sling load operations. 

(c) RECOMMEMDATION;    A dust abatement program must be initiated 
immediately with peneprime or other suitable substitutes«    Helicopter 
pads should be built« where practical« to acconodate the intense rctor 
wash associated with the Chinook aircraft.   An alternative is to 
locate loads in grassy areas. 
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kVBüiCB-CC   (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECT!   Operational Report - Lecson» Learnod, 52nd /iviaticn Battalion 

(Coöbat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U) 

(d) CCMKAND üCTIOMt   Liaison has been made with suppcrttd units 
appraising them of this situation and advising them  <f the requirentmts 
necessary for safe operations« 

(4)   C8 Drop Miseions. 

(a) 0B3ERVATI0M:    During this quarter a great deal of HH-Z? bl*de 
tine has been utilised performing CS drop missions« 

(b) EViiLUATIOMt    It seems highly probable that there is a mere 
effective and efficient way to perform CS drop missions«   Perhaps a 
0*130 aircraft could be used on thsso missions«   A C-130 could carry 
three (3) times the pig- load« and arrive on station faster. 

(e) RECOMMEMDATIOK»    That the feasibility of using 0-130 aircraft 
on CS drop miseions be studied« 

(d)   C(MIAND AOTIOMt    None. 

d«     (U)   Organisation.   Hone. 

e«     (C)   Training.    Survival School QuotüB. 

(1) OBSHtYATIOMt    Very few aviators of this unit ore being offered 
the opportunity to attend formal survival schools« 

(2) EVaLlkTIOW;    Due to the nature of some of the missions which 
this unit supports, the possibility    of being downed by enaogr fire 
is great and places our personnel in a critical survival situation. 
Each unit within the battalion conducts its own survival training but 
this training is a poor substitute for the courses offered by a formal 
school« 

(3) REOOtilENDATIOWt    That consideration be given to allocating 
more survival school quotas to this battalion« 

U)   COmAND ACTION»   Each unit conducts extensive survival and 
escape and evasion orientations and training.   Additional school 
quotas will be requested« 

f. (U)   Legist ice.   None« 

g. (0   Camunieations.   COBEC Logistic Sunpcrt. 

(1)   OBSBlVATIONi    Exeeseive time is spent turning in and receipt- 
ing for CCMSEC equipment« 
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CQNFIDENTUL 

AVBhCB-CC (10 Nov 69) 
SUBJECTS Oporatlonal Rtpcrt - Ltisoni Lttfiwd« 52nd Aviation Battalion 

(Caabat), Fkriod Ending 31 Qetobar 1969 (U) 

(2) EVALUATION: CCMSEC SMUT« Vole« Ekjulpaent it required to be 
hand-carried under guard when traneported to the CCMSEC Logistic Sup- 
port Unit in Qul Nhon for maintenance or tum-ln. 

(3) RECCMMEMDATIONt That COHBBC logietic support be provided by 
another unit such an the 4th Inf Div CCMSEC Logietic Support Section 
at Conp Bnari« 

(4) caüMlD ACTIONi Technical aasiatance in the fom of advice 
and minor repair is new being received from the 4th Division. A formal 
request is being made to ascertain whether or not more substantial sup- 
port can be obtained from the 4th Division« 

h.  (C) Materiel. I^es of Bawer In UH-1. T53 Engines, 

(1) GBSERVATIOM» Loss of power la UH-l, T53 enginss. 

(2) EV/tLUATIdlt Failure to properly clean the engine has caused 
low power proUmas. The ingest iui of oil and dirt into the engine 
accumulates on the compressor blades which rssults in a disrupted air 
flow with a resultant loss of power. In seversl omses it was neces- 
sary to disassemble the compressor section in order t6 propsrly clean 
it. 

(3) RECGMNENDATION: That at the end of each digrs flying» during 
refueling or prior to shut down» two (2) gallons of dean water be 
run thru the inlet section of the T53 engine. 

(4) CCMiAM) ACTIOMt A policy has bsen impliaented within this 
battalion whereby each unit conforms to ths above procedure. Faci- 
lities have been made available at the PCL area and in unit revetted 
areas to accooodate this practice. 

1.  (C) Other. 

CD ftKaiai night, MutM.» 
(a) OBSERVATIOWi Thia unit has received numeroue aviator flight 

records which were incomplete and incorrect. 

(b) EVALlBlTIOtl:   Flight records which have been previoualy 
maintained at CONUS stations (primarily Ft. Rucdcer and Ft. Stewart) 
are arriving at this unit inconplete end Inaccurate.   Several MM 
ftviatore have arrived at this uhit with no record of student pilot 
time or of transition time.   This places an additional burden on the 
receiving unit.   Aviators are allowed to depart Ft. Rucker and Fort 
Stewart without flight recorde with the understanding that they will 
be mailed to them. 

17 
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CONFIDENTML 

AVKCB-CC (10 Mov 69) 
SUBJECTt    Operational Report - Leeaons Lernwcl, 5^nd aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U) 

(e)   RECOtffiNDATIOK;   No Rvintor be allowed to depart c.n PCS until 
he hat eonplete and correct flight records in hie possession. 

(d)   CGMftND ACTION}    Numerous TWX's and letters heve boen sent to 
Port Ruoker requesting missing records. 

\c*£~* 
7 Incl PATRICK J 0 
as LTC 
Incls 1, 2 and 3 wd HQ. DA Commanding 

DISTRIBUTIONJ 
2 - CIIBÜ3ARPAC, ATTN:    GROP-DT, APO 9^55« 
3 - CG, USARV, ATTNi    AVHGC-DST, APO 96375 
2 - CO, 4th Inf Div, APO 96262 
2 - CO, 1st km Bde, ATTNt   AVBA-MH, APO 96364 
7 - CO, 17th AOC, ATTN:   AVBHCB-SC, APO 96240 
1-00, 7A7th äSC, APO 96318 
1 - Saoh Staff Section 
1 - fisoh Conpanr 
5 - S-3, 52nd ADC 
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CONFIDEHTML 

AVHIOBac   (19 Nov 69)     lit Zid 
SUBJKTt   Operttioiml Itopoit-tttsonB Ltarntd of 52nd Arlatlon 

•itUUon (ConbAt) for Period Mis« 31 Oet t969, 
KS C8NR-65 (Rl) (U) 

DA» mmJAKIBB, tTW AVimOH OBOUP (COMBAT), AW   96240   25 Mvflmbor 1969 

TOt   DipartMnt oftho Aiwy (A08F0R« DA), WUhlngton, D.C.   20310 
Conmnding Oonoral* Z Fltld Fore«t ?l«tnamt APO   96350 

1*    (U)   Thit hitdquaitort hM rrlowtd tht «ttachod rooort» eonfidoro 
it to b« ftdoquttt, and conourt with tht eonbontt at ettted, «xcept ae 
indicated below. 

2.    (0)   The followij« eaanente and reconmendatione are eubnittedt 

a.   Section 1. Qperationet   Sianificenb Actiritiett 

(1) Peregraph 1c, Page 3» Intelligence.   Data of eignifieant hie- 
torieal value should be written in future reporte.   PBRIMTRBP't should 
be OBitted and activitiee of the 82 staff section preeented*   Infoma- 
tion in Znoloeure 4 ha» been reported and docuaented ae processed in- 
telligense.   This ineloeure should be oaltted in future reports. 

(2) Phrsgraph 1e, Page 7» (C) Training.   The total number of dajs 
engaged in operations and trainii« is not reflected, reference USARV 
Regulation 525-15* Pftra 5b(l)(e). 

(3) Ptragraph 1f(l)(b), Page 8, logistics. Mne four should be 
corrected to reads .... 1200 gallon fuel tankers ware among the ve- 
hicles received« 

i 

(4) Paragraph 1i(2), Page 9, Flight Standardieation.   Portions of 
the ninety day profieienej fli^it ahould be eonductedm operational 
and training flighte to minimise aircraft utilisation time.   Inergenej 
procedures can be verbal]/ reviewed during the flight and then conducted 
at the completion of the day* mission. 

eeone Learned i   Caaander's Cbeervations. Bvalua- b.   Section ^t toiai 
tlone, ^ EmmST 

(1) Paragraph 2a(l)(a)> Page 12, Critical VCB Shortages.   MM 62B20 
should be oorreeted to read 63B20. 

(2) Pangraph 2a(l)(a), Page 12, Critical MOB Shortaaee. Nine 35M20 
(navigation specialist) on hand versus 11 authorised doee not constitute 
a critical shortage in this NOB. leplae«ment personnel for the NOB shor- 
tages of 35f40 and 35X30 are arriving at a nonsal rate. Three pereonnel 
with eaoh referenced NOB were received during the months of Sepioiber and 
October, laphasia will continue to be taken to insure that eoual distri- 
bution of subject NOB's are made within the 17th Avn Op (Cbt). 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBAGB-9C   (19 Nov 69)     Itt Ind 
SUBJKTi   Operation»! RaDoyt-Vafune lairned of 52nd Aviation 

Battalion ^u^bat) for Period Ending 31 Oet 1969, 
HCS CSFGR-65 (Rl) (U) 

(3)   Paragraph 2a(2), Page 12, Avionics Personnel.   The program of 
instruction on the speed trim and SA3 is conducted r-,t U.S. *-my South- 
eastern Signal School and not at USATSC, Fort Eustis.   A systems engi- 
neering survey is presently being conducted and a request for assistance • 
hat been made through AVEL Support Company»    A Course of Instruction on 
these systems will be given by this headquarters and AVCT neroonnel. 

(O   fttragraph 2a(4), Page 13, Supply Officer»   This subject has been 
covered in correspondence with let Aviation Brigade, Ref Letter AVBAGC-P, 
Subject!    Property Book Officers, TOEATÖE, 1-077G, 1-157T, 1-25ft}, and 
1-259G dated April 1969.   A recent change added the unit sunrtly technician 
to MTQB 1-256C, MTOE 1-2500 and MTOE 1-2590.    No farther action has hat>- 
pened, but this Headquarters considers the addition of a suooly technician 
to TOE 1*0770 to be a necessity. 

.(5)   Paragraph 2c(4), Page 16, C3 Drop Missions.   Nonconcur.   Response 
to the immediate needs of the ground commander is a resoonslbillty of an 
airmobile force.   GS missions, whether on a preplanned basis, or as a tar- 
get of opportunity, should be considered a nonnal reouirement.   Use of a 
CH-47 permits a greater concentration in a shorter time soan. 

(6)   Paragraph 2e, Page 16, (C) Training Survivnl School Quotas. 
Attendance at formal courses of instruction is based on ouotas allocated 
t«* the Ovcup.   Imdu/tfcee. of'theee ebarses are supnosed to be appointed as 
Escape and Evasion Officers and to conduct training within the units. 
Oroup will request additional quotas to these courses., 

(7). Paragraph 2h(c), Page 17, Material.   ■Loss of power inllH-1t T53 
Etyinsa.   Cleaning process should not take plr.ee during refueling onera- 
tions oue to the potential fire hazard.   This cleaning process was recom- 
mended to all battalions in July 69« 

FOR THE COMANDERt 

MARC L. TUMAS 
OPT, ADA 
Adjutant 

C«A.>. 
52iid AvnB» (Cbt) 
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AVFA-GC-hlST (10 Nov 69} 2d Znd (U) 
SUBJijCTt   Operational Rtport - Ltsson« Ltarntd« Htadquarttrs, 52d 

Aviation Battalion (Combat), Period Inding 31 October 1969 
RCS CSF0&-6$ (E2)  (U) 

DA, Headquartere, 1 Field Force Vietnam,   APO   96350 

TOi    Commanding General, lit Aviation Brigade, APO   96384 

(U)    This headquarters has evaluated subject GfiLL and forwarding 
indorsement and concurs« 

FOB THK COMUAbQBRt 

FREOEWCKtHOLUMÜ 

'   AGO 
T   AG 

CFi 
1 - CO, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt) 
1 - CO, 52d Avn fin (Cbt) 
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AVBAGC-0    (10 Nov 69)    3d Aid 
SUBJECT i   Optratloiul Itoport-Uasons U«m«d, Hftadquartarf, 52d Aviation 

Battalion (Combat), Pariod Qading 31 Ootobar 1969   (U) 

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO   9630^ 17 DEC 1969 

THRUi    Oonaanding Ganaral, Unitad Stataa Aray Viatnam, ATTNi   AVHCC-DST, 
APO 96375 
Conaandar-in-Chiaf, United Stataa Any Pacific, ATTNi GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

TO i  Aaaiatant Chiaf of Staff for Foroa Daralopaant, Dapartnant of tha 
Any, Washington, D»C. 20310 

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the 
contents as Indorsed* 

2i The following additional coanents are considered pertinent i 

a. Paragraph 2a(1), page 12 discusses critical shortages of personnel. 

(1) The 52d Aviation Battalion (Ooabat) shortage of school-trained 
avionics personnel cannot be reaolved at this headquarters« The 17th Avia- 
tion Group (Combat) receives a proportionate share of avionics personnel 
assigned to the Ist Aviation Brigade. 

(2) The 52d Aviation Battalion (Obmbat) reports a critical shortage of 
71H (Company Cleric) personnel! however, the 17th Aviation Group (Combat) 
possesses 71H personnel in excess of authorisations* 

(3) The shortage of 630K) (Motor Sergeant) and 9<tAl0/B20 (Cook) per- 
sonnel reported bur the 52d Aviation Battalion (Gbmbat) reflects a shortage 
existing throughout the let Aviation Brigade« 17th Aviation Group (Gbmbat) 
is allocated an equitable share of brigade assets* 

b. Paragraph 2a(2), page 12 discusses Insufflcisnt technical knowledge 
of Stabilitation Augmentation fysten (SAS) and speed trim repairman* Person- 
nel training in avionics ND6 35N, Stabiliaation aiuipmsnt Repairman, is con- 
ducted at Fort Gordon, Georgia« These personnel are responsible for the 
repair, alignment and trouble shooting of speed trim and SAS equipment in- 
stalled In CH-^7 aircraft* The 1st Aviation Brigade is understrength of 
personnel in this M05* The Avionics Department, Southeastern Signal School, 
has incorporated this training into their program of instruction) however, 
due to the length of the course and volume of equipnent to be taught, only 
a basic knowledge is gained« Experience must be gained through a properly 
supervised OJT program in the »it* 

o« Paragraph 2a (4), page 13 discusses the need for ühlt Supply Tech- 
nician 761A at unit level* Cbnour* This headquarters is aware of the require- 
ment to reestablish TOAE positions of 76IA at company level* Further, this 
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AVB400-0 CIO Mov 69) 3d Ihd 17 OFC WW 
SUBJECTTi Optratloiutl Rsport-LMfons Ltamed, HMdquartars, 52d Aviation 

Brttallon (Combat), Parlod EMlng 31 October 1969 (U) 

headquarters has requested authorisation for 76lA*s by letter to USAitV, 
ATTNi AVHGC-FDO, Subjecti Unit Supply Technicians, dated 26 Iky 1969. 
Departnent of the Aray denied the original request; however, a new request 
is being prepared at this headquarters. Paragraph 2b(4), Ist Ind, page 20 
erroneously quotes authorisation for this MOS in aviation units referenced. 

d. Paragraph 2c(3), page 15 addresses hazards of dust in helicopter 
operations* Concur. The use of peneprine as a dust suppressant has been 
strongly endorsed fay this headquarters. On 10 October 1969, a message. 
Subject i Oust Suppression, was sent to all subordinate corcmands reiter- 
ating the need for a continuing dust suppression program. The message 
also contained Information concerning engineer support for this program. 

e. Paragraph 2e(l), page 16 discusses a need for additional survival 
school quotas. 17th Aviation Group (Combat), the parent unit of the 52d 
Aviation Battalion (Combat), was allocated 15 survival school quotas during 
the period covered by this report. These quotas represent an equitable 
share of allocations given to 1st Aviation Brigade. 

f. Paragraph 2g, page 16 discusses Comnunioatlons Security Logistical 
Supportt Action taken by the 52d Aviation Battalion (Combat) is the only 
immediate relief possible. There is no Crypto Logistical Support Unit 
(CLSU) located in Fleiku which serves the 52d Aviation Battalion (Combat). 
The Crypto Logistical Support Section (CLSS) organic to the 4th Infantry 
Division, can lend assistance. Investigation is underway to determine if 
the CLSS can absorb the support mission, what augmentation will be required 
to do so, or if a new CLSU may be Justified. 

g. Paragraph 21(1), page 17 discusses incomplete and Incorrect flight 
records previously maintained at Fort Rucker and Fort Stewart. Coordination 
with IBARV revealed that correspondence was being prepared by the USARV 
Aviation Operations Plans and Training Branch broaching the problem on a 
USABV wide basis. As information becomes available, dissemination will be 
made to subordinate units of this command 

FOR THE OOMKANDERi 

CPTAOC 
Copy 3d Ind FUmi ka^L aft, 
00, 52d Avn Bh (Cbt) *^ 
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GPOP-DT (10 Mov 69) 5th Ind (U) 
SUBJICT: Operational Raport of HQ, 52nd Aviation Battalion (Combat) 

for Parlod Ending 31 Oetobar 1969 (U) 

HQ, Ul Any,  Pacific, APO San Pranciaco 96558 6 FED 1970 
-■ 

TO:    Aaaiatant Chiaf of Staff for Porcc Development, Department of the 
Any, Washington, 0. C.    20310 

Thie headquarters concurs in subject report as Indorsed. 

POI THE COMAMDER IN CHIEF: 

p. A. TUCK« 
CPT, AGC 
AsslAO 
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INTELLIGENCE SUMMtJff 

011600-1630 Augt 57th AC gunehipa in support of 24th STZ fired on a 
suspected enngr location vicinity of AS 9024 resulting in 1 structure 
destroyed, 

021845-1915 Augt 36lst ACE gunships on a scramble for 17th AGO fired 
on hootches vicinity of TA 952322 resulting in 1 hootch destroyed. 
1900-1920, 361st ACE gunships in support of IFFV Artillery fired on 
hootches in the vicinity of YA 953327 resulting in 1 hootch being 
destroyed, 

031953-23S2 Augi 189th AC bunker #64, vicinity AR 803475, received c 
total of 6 rounds of snail anas firs« Fire was not returned. Move- 
ment was also reported in front of the sans bunker and M-79 fire wes 
placed in the area with negative results. There were no friendly 
casualties and enemy casualties were unknown« 

ofrn^n-^Q A^« 36l8t ACE gunships in support of FOB fired on a 
pected enemy location resulting in 1 structure destroyed. 1600-1615, 
189th AC gunships in support of 24th STZ fired in the vicinity of AR 
9090 resulting in 2 structures damaged and 7 VC KIA (Ey Air). 

0713001315 Augt 36lst ACE gunships in support of Lth Oiv fired on a 
confirmed enemy location vicinity ZA 0417 resulting in one small hootch 
with a bunker beneath it being destroyed and 2 VC KIA (Ey Air). 

I 10048 Augt    189th AC reported possible movement in front of bunker 
64.   52nd Scty mortars fired illumination end the bunker «nployed 

small arms firs.   The fire was not returned.   The bunker lost sight 
of the individuals at 0120.   The area was checked using ths starlight 
scope and the Firefly aircraft with negative sightings.   A check of 
the defensive wire found that it had been tampered with in front of 
bunker #57*   The results of the nights activity were negative friendly 
casualties and unknown enemy casualties. 

120135 nugt   189th AC bunker #57 on Northeast side of perimeter re- 
ceived small arms firej illumination was employed and M-79 fire was 
returned with unknown results.   170th AC on west side of the perimeter 
reported 10 individuals 150 meters to their front» illumination was 
employed and the individuals turned and ran«   0247, Camp HoUcway re- 
ceived 15 82mm mortar rounds.   Four rounds landed near the operations 
building of ths 36lst ACE and the remainder landed in the 170th AC motor 
pool and billets area.   Gunships and the flareship were launched in 
support.   The results of the attacks were as follows:   Friendly - 361st 
ACE operations building received light dercofe from shrapnel) 170th AC 
had 4 US WIA (slight), 1 maintenance tent and 2 maintenance vane re- 
ceived light shrapnel damage, air compressor gas tank received holes in 
it from shrapnel, and the windshield and canvas of a 3/4 ton truck 
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received light damage•   a PA&E generator in the area received holes in 
the generator radiator.   Enemy caaucltiea wore unknowi* 

121300 iiUgt    119th AC gunahipa in support of Hawkoye ID fired when the 
team made contact with an enemy force in the vicinity of ER 22M97 re- 
sulting in 10 NVA KIA (By Air) and 3 NVA KIA.   1700, 57th AC gunships 
in support of 5th SFGA fired on a confirmed «neny location vicinity of 
uS A351 resulting in 3 structures destroyed.   2020, 52nd Scty patrol 
made contact with an unknown else enemy force vicinity of AR 6Ä5A9A. 

131A00 Auat    170th AC gunship received intense automatic weapons ground 
fire causing ths ship to crash and burn.   Friendly casualtied were one 
ML; and 3 Wl/t. 

IA1700 Auai    52nd Scty patrol on a search of the area of their contact 
on 12 August found the following items in the vicinity of AH %%%: 
1 NVn belt with red star buckle, 1 first aid kit with bandages, 2 
plastic ponchos, 1 khaki uniform, 1 pair of 01 drawers, 3 pair of Ho 
Chi Minh sandals, 5 chemicel type fUsss (1 damaged) and blood trails 
leading to northeast. 

151150 Augt   119th AC gunships in support of LHRP IG team fired «hen 
the team made contact with an unknown size enasor force in the vicinity 
of ER 21540A resulting in 5 VC KIA (^r Air).   0945-U10, 52nd Scty Det 
made sweep of the area vicinity AR 8A6505 to AR 870505 and from AR 
85AA90 to AR 6704%.   At AR 846495* they found 1 pair of Chinese bino- 
culars, bloody bandages and bloodstains on the ground«   1200 and 1530, 
361st ACE gunships in support of ;;th SFG fired when friendly troops 
made contact with eneaqr forces resulting in 25 enemy KIA (E^ Air) and 
25 WIA.   2240, Camp Holloway bunker I64 on east psrinetsr received 
5-6 rounds of «all anas firs.   Illumination was employed with negative 
results.   No friendly casualties. 

160050 Augt    Bunker #13 on the west perimeter of Camp Holloway received 
5-6 rounds of nail arms fire.   Illumination was employed with negative 
results*   There were no friendly casualties. 

170900-0930 Auat   119th AC gunships in supi-ort of 23rd ARVN Division 
fired on structure and sampans in the vicinity of ER 2731 resulting in 
one structure and one sampan being destroyed.   1345-1400, 119th AC gun- 
ships in support of 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div fired during LRRP team ex- 
traction in the vicinity of ER 146434 resulting in 1 MVA KI* (Ejy Air). 

181A00 Aug:    57th AC in support of 24th STZ fired on a suspected enemy 
location vicinity of i»S 8620 resulting in 4 structures being destroyed. 
1400, 119th AC aircraft working for 5th SFG at Ban Hut observed what 
appeared to be a TiJC-24 helicopter landing vicinity of YB 6433*   The 
aircraft did not pursue because of its low fuel load 
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3?11^ Ay* 36l8t gunshlps in support of FOE »potted one HIG-21 air- 
craft. The aircraft circled the helicopters and then left the free. 

201100 Auct 57th AC gunships in support of 4th Inf Div fired on a con- 
firmed eneoy location vicinity of ZA 0753 resulting in two structures 
being damaged. 1115, 57th *C ^unships in support of 2/th STZ fired on 
a confirmed enemy location vicinity of Z3 0$J2 resulting in three 
structures being dsasged. 1125» 170th AC slick, while on a UUtF VR for 
4th Div in the vicinity of ZA 0660 received intense automatic weepons 
fire resulting in 5 hits. The gunner fired on the area resulting in 
one enemy KBk. 1200-1320, 119th AC gunships supporting lA Inf Div 
LRRP team in contact with the enaagr observed an KVA company in the open 
and fired on the eneoy resulting in Al NVA KBA. 57th AC gunships in 
support of 17th AGO fired on a target resulting in one structure des- 
troyed and one eneny KBk. 2132, Camp HoUoway bunker #36 (6ath PCL 
area) received 3 bursts of AW fire, illumination and ^79'e were 
employed; 2240, bunker #55 (219th area) received a burst of hV fire. 
Illumination was employed and the area was checked by radar with 
negative results; 2243« bunker #35 (66th PCL area) received a burst 
of AW fire, illumination and M-79,s employed. There were no friendly 
casualties or damage when the bunkers received the *W fire. 

?/il^?"Jifi'?f> AM, le9th ilC gunships in support of 4th Div fired when 
friendly troops made contact with an unknown else enemy force in the 
vicinity of AR 9115 resulting in 9 VC KBA. 

251145 Augi 361st iJCE gunships in support of the 4th Div fired on a 
suspected enemy mortar position when friendly troops made contact with 
enemy farces with results of 10 En KBA and 5 En Wlu (est). 

261830-1600 nuat 119th AC gunships in support of l/4 fired «hen friendly 
troops made contact with enemy forces vicinity BR 5655 resulting in 12 
NVA KBii, 

290B00 /.ug: Camp Hollotmy received 20 rds of 82n&. mortar fire and 5 
rds of RFO-7. All of the RPO-7 were air bursts* 36lst nCE and 170th 
AC gunships fired on the confirmed enemy location vicinity AR 605455* 
52nd Scty made a sweep of the area in the morning and found the firing 
positions. The results of the attack were as foUcws: Friendly - 1 
UH-1H received light damage and 4 US WIA (slight); Snmny - unknown. 

301610-1630 Augi 119th AC gunships fired when LRRP team made contact 
with an eneay force vicinity of ER 460325 resulting in 10 enany KBA. 

Sent 361st gunships in support of 230th RF Company and MACV 
Teamfi Team #66 in the vicinity of AR 946377 «ho came under attack from an 
unknown eise eneny force fired with unknown results. 
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0625 Sao:   Camp Holloway rteaived two UtOm rockets.   Okie landed out- 
slde the perineter near OP #25 and the other landed near the 3Jth . Avn 
Co located on the east aide of the nuwajr.   i.RVN and US artillery fired 
on the suspected enaogr location.   There were no friendly casualties or 
damage done.   Eheny casualties or danage is unknewn. 

8 

030900-1730 Seo» 119th AC gunships supporting l/u Div fired three tines 
when friendly troops made contact with unknown iiie enemy forces in the 
vicinity of BR 2829» BR 27a end BR 6659« resulting in 2 NVA KIA (E^r Air). 

Q/iiL? ^'IS^ ^r* 361st ACE gunshipe, supporting Lth Div, fired when 
friendly troop« made contact with on unknown eise enemy force in the 
vicinity of ZA 1966 resulting in 10 enmny KBA, 

6 Sept While on patrol to the east of 57th AC ecmpounc at Kontum, n-jw- 
bers of the 52nd Scty Dot found 3 fo*holes approodmately one day old in 
the vicinity of AR 79238959. Also found in the ores were 3 fibre plugs 
for 122nBi rockets« 1 VC entreoohing tool and one bundle of 20 brmboo 
strips for tying back wire. All items were evrcurted to G-2 Kontum 
Sector. 061615-1645 and 1730-18CJ, 119th AC gunships supporting l/A 
Div fired on a confirmed enemy location resulting in on« structure 
damaged and one structure destroyed. 

08020A Sept 52nd Scty dnt mortar section fired a K&I mission in the 
vicinity of «R 821502 and received a report of a secondary explosion 
in the area. 

1"1199"Uil? te 119th AC «unships supporting l/u firec on a confinavd 
eneny location when one of the unit slicks on a Snoopy mission received 
intense «mil ans and automatic weapons fire from vicinity of BR 240746. 
Results were one secondary explosion and unknown maber of ensmy casu- 
alties. 1250, 170th AC UH-1H received intense small anw and B-40 
rocket fire from the vicinity of ZA 060448 resulting in the ship crash- 
ing and burning. Casualties were 2 US MIA and 2 US WIA. 

111310-1315 Sent 119th .AC slicks supporting 4th Div in the vicinity of 
BR 3076 received ground fire while landing in an LZ. Fire returned by 
ships crew resulting in 1 NVA KZ» (2y Air). 

mflkSaLQMl ^r U.9ta AC gunships supporting 1/4 Div fired when 
friendly troops made contact in the vicinity of BR 2031 with an enemy 
force resulting in 2 NVA KIA (Efcr Air). 

 Sen» 119th AC slick during «traction of LRR? 1* of l/k 
Div in ths vicinity of BR 244183 had the door gunner fire on 2 NVA 
charging toward the aircraft resulting in 2 NVA KIA. At 120O-1300, 
119th gunships fired in the same area for LRRF teams resulting in 10 
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enemy KB/». 131430-U50« 36ltt ACS gunshipi ffuprorting 5th SPGA fired 
on a oonfixntd «nngr location reeultlng in one .50 coliber aaehine gun 
deetroyed. 

14m '^r* -^^th AC aircraft# on a Snootyr aittion for l/k Dlv* ob» 
eerved 24 water buffalo in the vicinity of BR 205%5. Gunahipe fired 
reaulting in 24 wat«* buffalo killed. 

?Qq»^9 g|gt 119th AC gunehipe eupporting lA Div fired «hen 
friendly troops made contact with an unknowi eiee enemy force in the 
vicinity of ER 2532 reaulting in 10 emagr KBA. 

181630 Sep: 119th AC gunahipe and «lieks aupporting Ath Div fired on 
a confirmed eneny location in the vicinity of BR 409560 resulting in 3 
enemy Klii (fy Air). 

itölAA? ^F* 57th AC slick on a Snoopy mission for 24th STZ received 
moderate automatic weapons fire in the vicinity of ZB. 217225 resulting 
in 7 hits on the aircraft and 1 US WIA. Gunners fired in the area with 
unknown reevlts. 

270fl 50^0930 Seoi 57th AC gunahipe aupporting 24th STZ fired on an 
acquired enemy location in the vicinity of ZB 0619 reaulting in one 
structure damaged. 1100-1215« 119th kZ gunahipe aupporting 1/4 Uv 
fired whan friendly troopa made contact with an unknown eise enanr 
force in the vicinity of BR 2886 reaulting In 1 eiuay KIA (Ey Air). 

yfll^-lgl'? far l>B9th AC click received wecpons fire and 1 RPG-7 air 
burst round while going into a pickup sons in the vicinity of YA 866530 
reeulting in 4 hite in the aircraft and 1 US VIA (alight). Gunners 
fired on the area.with unknown reaulta. 

911,31^1^0 flgfr 57th AC gunships supporting 5th SPGA fired when 
friendly troope made contact with 20 VC^WA in the vicinity of YA 
861819 reeulting in 1 VC/HVA KIA (^ Air). 

031100 Oott 36lst ACE gunships were scrambled to support 2/3 ARVN 
Cav unit which was under small ansa and MO rocket attack in the 
vicinity of ZA 223745 from an estimated enemy squad while th«y were 
on a road security mission. The gunships fired on the confiraed eneny 
location and the Cav swept the area and found 3 NVA KIA (By Air) and 
2 B-40 RL. 

0L1630-16AS Pet; 119th AC gunahipe aupporting 1/4 Div fired on bunker 
poeitione in the Vicinity of BR reeulting in 5 bunkers destroyed. 
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"flfltf-l^hf ftt*   U-9th üC gVMhlps «upporting lA Öiv fired whan 
frltndly troops made contact in the vicinity of BR 290^60 with an 
unknown slse NVA foroa raaultlng in 7 NVA KIA (Eör Air).   The gun- 
■hips also recaivad intanaa «aall crma and autooatie waapona fire 
while attacking the target« but recoived no hits.   1300-1345* 361et 
ACE gunahipa aupportiag 5th SFQA fired when friendly troops made con- 
tact in the vicinity of TB 9269 with an unknown iiie enenqr force re- 
sulting in 30 NVA KBA. 

101520-1530 Pet»   119th AC gunships supporting l/A Div were returning 
from a LZ preparation and observed 2 individuals in green fstigures 
running across a field in the vicinity of BR A5555A*   The gunships 
fired on the individuall resulting In two NVA KIA (^r Air), 

131000-1015 Pet:    169th AC slick supporting 17th AGC on an aircraft 
search mission in the vicinity of TB 050735 received ground fire re- 
sulting in one hit on the aircraft«   The gumers fired on the free 
resulting in 5 VC KIA (By Air). 

1A1130 Pet:    119th AC slicks supporting Ath Div cbserved 3 individuals 
wearing black pants and carrying baskate in the vicinity of BR 2233A2* 
119th gunships fired resulting in 1 VHB KZA (Efcr Air).   They also 6b- 
servsd 3 hunters» cultivated fields and numerous trails in the area« 
1U5-1200, 119th gunships supporting lA Div fired on eiwqy structures 
resulting in 3 structures damaged and one destroysd in the vicinity 
of BR 3035*   1550-1555* 189th AC gunships supporting 2Ath STZ fired 
on s confirmed enemy location in the vicinity of ZA 0750 resulting 
in 5 VC KIü (By Air). 

^i^Q-]^*^ Qfti   119th AC gunships supporting Ath Div fired on a con- 
firmed enemy location from which on« of the unit's slicks had received 
intense automatic weapons firs.   The slick received 6 hits.   The re- 
sults were 15 NVA KIA (^r Air).   Th« location of the fire was in the 
vicinity of ER 692612. 

IfrlllWl1? "TV    109th AC slicks supporting 17th AOC en a search and 
rescue mission in the vicinity of IB 070746 received Intense mnall 
anna and automatic weapons fire resulting in A hits on the aircraft. 
The gurmere fired on the area resulting in 1 enmny KIA (By Air). 

190120 Oct:   170th AC flareship supported A66th RF Co in a sweep in 
the vicinity of AR 700470 after houses near the A22nd ARVN Engineers 
received a aapper attack.   191330-14001   361st ACE gunships supporting 
5th SFBik fired on a eonfirmsd snsmy location resulting in 10 NVA KIA 
Oy Air), 
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2017ii0ulfl00 Qett   361st ACE gunshlps tupporting iith Div fired when 
friendly troope in the vicinity of Zu 1073 made contact with an unknown 
eise enemy force resulting in 16 NVA KBu* 

202237 Oct:   68th Inf rAd&r picked up roraent in the vicinity of AA 
820^68•   52nd Scty Det mortsrs fired on the are«.   The radar cheeked the 
area again and ooveasnt had ceased«   Results of the mortar firing is 
unknown* 

251730 Oct;   119th AC gunships in support of 1/4 Div fired on a confirmed 
enemy location in the vicinity of BR 3032 when friendly troops made con- 
tact with an unknown sise enssQr force resulting in 10 enany XBA, 2 bunkers 
destroyed and one secondary explosion. 

260915 Qett   36lst ACE gunships supporting 5th SPGA fired on a confirmed 
enemy location resulting in 2 NVA KBA. 

270750 Qett   36lst ACE gunships supporting 5th SFGA fired on a confirmed 
enemy location in the vicinity of ZA 205213 when Due Co CSF troope made 
contact with 50-60 NVA.   Results are unknown.   1620-1650, 119th AC gun- 
ships supporting 1/4 Div received intense ground fir« from the vicinity 
of BR 775625 and fired on the saas area resulting In 2 en KIA (^r Air). 

291705-1720 Qett    36lst ACE gunships supporting II CTZ fired on eiuny 
bunker positions resulting in 4 bunksre destroyed and one secondary 
explosion In the vicinity of Bt 3026. 

301330-13^5 Oeti   36lst ACE gunships supporting 4th Div fired «hen troops 
made contact with an unknown sise en«y force in the vicinity of TA 9560 
resulting in 10 enesgr NBA. . 

310623 Qett   36lst hOZ gunships supporting 4th Div troops in contact 
fired in the vicinity of AR 835560 resulting In 15 NBA.   1215» 361st 
gunships fired on a euspeeted enemy location «hen the trail aircraft 
received small ans firs resulting in one hit and on« US WIA.   Firs 
received from the vicinity of YB 972547.   1230-1240, 36lst gunships 
supporting a Oust-Off aircraft receiving fire while in an LZ fired on 
a confirmed enennr location in the vicinity of TA 962627 resulting in 
7 en KIA (ty uir),   1815-1845» 361st gunships supporting 5th SFGA fired 
on a auapected emny location in the vicinity of ZB 093205 resulting 
in 10 bunkere destroyed and 7 eiwaqr KBA. 
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OPEftiVTIOIkL RESULTS AS OP 31 OCTOBER 1969 

1.    (C)   Retulte. 

Unit 

57th üC 
119th .vC 
170th i.C 
179th -.0 
189th ..a 
36l8t i.C ma 
52nd ;.BC 

2.    (C) 

Unit 

57th i.C 

119th iiC 

170th ..C 

179th AC 

189th iX 

36lat 2C 

Sortiee 

28,01 
28,858 
18,417 
6,966 

22,459 
3,854 
ig. 

Troop» 
Lifted 

43,360 
36,588 
33,812 
16,772 
36,881 

50 
20 

Cargo 
Lifted EiMngr 

KI 

22 

459 
1,154 
2,821 

12,547 
542 

0 
L 

22 
150 

0 
0 
0 

49 
.2. 

Aircraft Lo»t 

52nd ABC 

UH-1H 
UH-1C 

UK-1H 
UH-1C 

UH-1H 
UH-1C 

CH-47 

UH-1H 
UH-1C 

1 
3 

4 
1 

2 
1 

3 
1 

0 
"IT 

Structures 
Pea     Deet 

58 
Uta 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

109,157   167,683   17,525     2l       58 

0 
0 
6 
0 

n 

Spmpans 
Peat 

38      1 
30   Uta 

0      0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Aircraft Damcged 
Im He 
UH-1H 
UB-1C 

UH-IH 
UH-1C 

UH-1H 
UH-IC 

CH-47 

UH-1H 
UK-1C 

16 
5 

6 
0 

2 
1 

9 
1 

# 

6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Incloiure 5 
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RECAPITULATIOW OF fLYIMG HOURS (U): Average number of aircraft is 
based on those actually on-h«nd with the following; provisions: Air- 
craft destroyed are dropped fron accountability the dpy following 
destruction« Replaceaent aircraft are picked up on accountability 
on the first day that they bee one "mission ready" or within 72 hours 
following receipt, whichever occurs first. 

UH-1C 

AW NO. HOURS AVG AVAIL- DA % 
UNIT           MOWTH         CM HAMD FLOMN HOURS ABILITY PROGR/.M 
57th          AX              7.0 375          53.4 7B.2 92$ 

SEP               6.7 402          60.0 71.6 103? 
 221 2*i £2 fc*fi 26*^ 2£2- 
119th        AUJ 7.0 (.43 63.3 6?. 6 109r 

SEP 6.7   • 3A7 51.7 69.1 29% 

170th 

52nd 

JSfcüL 

MX^       6.A 393 61.4 78.7 lÖöjT 
6.3 355 56.3 63.2 975« 

 OCT 7.0 310 L5.L 22£ Z 
189th        AUD     "^   6.8    ^      350 51.5   "^   78.5   '"^     ? 

SEP 6.4 256 40.0 77.9 69$ 

-i—sH—iM m—m—B 
SEP 26.1 1,360 52.1 70.4 90JS 
OCT 29.4 1.646 53.1 73.8 g^ 

57th AWJ 18.8 2,068        110.0 80.2 149? 
SEP 18.6 2»023        108.6 85.7 158$ 
 "Z lfi*2 2l2U U^2 Zkfi iai 
119th         AUS             18.3            2446        117.2            81.9 158$ 

SEP             18.6            2,034        109.0           77.6 lL7t 
-_ Sg 1£L2 2a2ä mj 2LJ 161L 
170th AUG ISO 2,241 122,A 82.2 165? 

SEP 18.8 2,040        108.5 77.4 Hit 

imr-fö—m—m m—m—m 
SEP 18.0 1,806        100.3 77.9 135$ 
 gg 1112 iiäl 122*5 Tkjä Ug. 
52nd          AUS 74.2            8,554        115.3            81.1 156$ 

SEP 74.0           7,903        105.3            77.1             109$ 
 OCT 67.1            8.671        121.8 2Li 122L 

* Percent DA Program on flying hours is based on the following Flying 
Hour Program per aircraft:   UH-1C - 58 Hours, ÜH-1H - 74 Hours. 
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AVQ NO.         HOURS AW} AVAIL-           OA % 
UNIT           mm         ON H<iND         FLOWN HOURS ABILITY         PROGRiiM 
36181        AUD              11.6                fllj 70.2 72.0              100% 

SEP              11.0               fill 70.3 62.2              lOOjK 
 OgT 10J 635 gl.O            72.2 111^ 

Tjjb     ^ns   ^175      i25r 179th        AUG IS^T 
S|P             U.6              896          61.3           60.6             101?: 
 22 10.9 1.109 101.7 70.1 1161 

TYPE 
AC 

Recapitulation:   Availability« Mission Rsady, EDP and EDK percentage 
takeq fpffl DA Font »».iftf Dfi^ Atr9rtf^ gji^*' -»  
Ml STD ll» SJP OCT 
Availability 72 76.0 70^5 ^HT^^ 
Mission Ready 63 73.1 61.2 i.9.0 
EDM 20 16.9 1/.7 21.8 
EDP 

AvSlabaity 'ft O W 
Mission Ready 64 7A.6 77.8 
EDM 20 16.2 16.A 
EDP 

IEE AH-1G                                                      . 
Availability 70 TM :ä73 
Mission Ready 60 67.9 56*2 
EDM 20 22.3 27.2            AJ.O 

Wst &    M    M    i 
Availability      ""      65 S75 68.6 "    70.0      — 
Mission Ready               55 63.0 61.4 42.6 
EDM                                  25 21.5 15.4 IP .4 
EDP 10 17.0 16.0 20.7  

* Percent od DA Program is based on a DA Flying Hour Progrea per air- 
craft as follows:   AH-1G - 70 Hours, CH-47 - 60 Hours. 

74.4 
46.6 
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The follcAflng it a brief analysis of the accidents which occurred 
during this period«. 

1. 1409*0 Hn 60, IfeMLSidjaZji » Aircraft experienced hydraulic 
failure in flight, nlot initiated on autcrotation terainstiiv in 
a hard landing.   Aireraft roptlr cost was estinated at $12/,258. 

MSttUBLJii MÜJ 66-1777/. - Aireraft experienced material 
Lure.   Iha 90° gear boac sepsrabed in flight.   Pilot made an auto- 

M2fMtt ttsJibUl 6?»17316 - Aircraft crashed and burned, 
is unknown.   All four ereMBWBbers suffered fatal impact injuries. 

2.      
failurSf 
rotational landing in tress.   Ihe aireraft was a total losa.   Che 
crewnraber reoeiirsd ainor injuries and has sines returned tc> duty. 

3. 
eauss 

4.   ai7fl 8M ttaJBÜB 6M7009 - Pilot att«apted to hover an 
over-gross aircraft out of ground effect, lost R.P.M. and crashed. 
The cost of repair for this aircraft is $212*,629. 

into a bflab eratsr L.Z., lost R.P.M. and settled resulting in main 
rotor blads strikes on a 20 foot tree stunp.   Aireraft came to 
rest en its right side.   Gtao crswnenber and one pessencer suffered 
fatal Impact injuries*   Two passengers suffered minor injuries. 

6.   amM ^ faJStsIA temO ~ Alpcr*ft crashed and burned. 
Four passengers suffered fatalampect injuries.   Two creMnambere 
suffsred ssrious burns.   Cause of this accident is still under 
investigation. 
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